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seven: Mondonico bicycle
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AGAZINE EDITORS
love to rant and rave in
: . - road test articles. We say
one bicycle is especially stiff, while an-
other is soff. This bike has twitchy steer-
ing, that one is more stable, This one
soaks up road vibrations, that one has a
buzzy ride. This one is good for sprinting
and criterium racing, that one is better
for long road races and century rides.
Most of the qualities of how a bike
rides, of how it feels on the road, are
entirely subjective. Seme of a bicvcle’s
attributes, such as steering, can be ana-
lyzed—if a bike steers quickly, we can
plug some numbers in and calculate
trail to confirm our inklings. But other
qualities about a bike, such as vibration
damping, are entirely subjective.
Editors and other alleged bicycle au-
thorities often attribute these ride qual-
ities to something in particular. We say
one bike is stiffer because it uses tubing

B Identical lugs were used on all bikes, save the oversize tubes.

i

that incorpoerates internal helical rein-
forcements. Or another bike vibrates
on descents due to flexible fork biades
or because the wall thickness of the top
tube is only .3 millimeters.

The companies that manufacture bi-
cycles and tubing jump right on the
bandwagon. They lead us to believe
that the more expensive bikes and types
of tubing are better on the road. But
why is it that we think a very expensive
bike rides better than a less expensive
model—are the extra dollars sublimi-
naily making conclusions for us?

This group of Mondonicos could help
clear up some of these issues. Among
the seven bikes, there were seven types
of Columbus tubing. Tubing decals were
amitted from the frames—there was no
way 10 tell which bike used which tub-
ing. Each bike simply had a number,
one through seven, on the stem. Only
when we cried “uncle™ after finishing

the road tests did Mondoenico’s U.S. dis-
tributor, Torelli Imports’ Bill Semonian,
let us know which frame was which.

Semonian went to great lengths to en-
sure that the only differences between
each bike was the tubing. The seven
frames used exactly the same design and
geometry, including subtleties such as
each fork biade being raked on the same
mandrel. Antonio Mondonico brazed all
of the lugged joints himself, while Mauro
Mondonico, Antonio’s son, torched the
braze-ons in place. The Mondonico shop
then had all of the frames painted the
same metallic green color.

Semonian didn’t stop there. He had
one mechanic build the frames up with
Sachs New Success component groups
(*All the groups came from the same
shipment,” Semonian said, though he
wasn’'t sure why this should matter).
The wheels were laced and trued, and a
tensiometer was used to ensure uniferm

& Columbus’ long horizontal dropouts—the pros’ choice
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& ldentical fork crowns graced our mystery

frames.

tape—were the same across the board.

City of Angels. I made my way to the

“stood in the elevator, the difficulty of my
assigniment hit me. Sweat began to bead
on my forehead. What if I couldn’t feel
" any difference between the bikes—what
would I write about?

“You'll need the right vehicle,” the
boss told me, his hands castling ner-
vously. I started thinking about a
Jaguar, or maybe a big, black American
sedan. “A minivan should do it,” he
said. I'd look like a Boy Scout troop
leader, bur seven bikes could fit inside.

A few hours later, I pulled a Pontiac
Trans Sport inio the underground park-
ing garage where the Mondonicos were

spoke twang. All other components—
rims, saddles, tires, tubes, bar tape, rim

Itwas a brown day when I arrived in the

" boss’ mid-Wilshire office building. As T

stashed. “Head up to Malibu for riding,”

he told me. I nodded, put on my trendy, I-
wanna-look-like-a-pro Oakley sunglasses
and headed info the midcity gridlock.

Road testing a bicycle is usually a
straightforward affair. We try to ride a
bike under a variety of conditions in or-
der to report its full range of abilities.
We compare a given bike to a mysteri-
ous standard—a standard that’s the cul-
mination of impressions of every bike
we've ever ridden.

This road test was a little different.
What really mattered was the relative
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differences between the bikes. If T had a
year just to write this article, I could
have spent 2 month or more on each
Mondenico, F'd get so tuned in to how
one bike rides that moving to another
might feel like a big change—or mayhe
not. But by the time I would ride the
seventh bike, my half-year-old impres-
sions of the first bike would be a distant
memory, and you would be reading this
article alongside coverage of the At-
lanta Olympics.

A short riding blitz of all seven bikes
would be the test recipe: Set up a bike
with the correct seat height, pump up




the tires and start pedaling. Repeat
seven times. My ride loop, amidst
some of Malibu’s most posh, ccean-
side homes (and the toolshed that BG
staffer Mark Riedy used to call home}),
was the same each time. Included was
a mixture of short, steep hills,
corkscrew descents and blind corners
covered in fine beach sand.

24 February

The Mondonicos were stacked in the
van in no particular order. My first ride
was on number six. [ couldn’t help but
notice the oversize top tube as I cruised
along. “Which Columbus tubesets use an
oversize top tube?” I wondered, before
trying to put the thought out of my head.
1 liked the way number six felt. It was
spunky when I stomped on the pedals
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while grinding up steep grades. The bike
quickly felt familiar and reassuring—it
felt like a fine, handmade bike should.

Next in line was number two. It
seemed to ride exactly the same as
number six. Then I jammed up the
same steep hill, and the bottom bracket
seemed to flex a liftle more. )

I moved on to aumber three. Not sur-



prisingly, it felt the same as the first two
bikes, In the hill jam, I decided that it
flexed a little more than number six but
less than number two.
And so on. The Mondonicos did not,
in fact, all ride exactly the same. I
thought number six was the most rigid.
Stiffness aside, it was also my favorite
Mondonico—I just liked the way it feit.
Number seven seemed a little smoother
on rough pavement than the others, |
decided that number two was the most
flexible, though the overall feel of the
bike was still quite good. Then I started
second-guessing myself—did number
two feel the most flexible because it
was the next bike I rode after my fa-
vorite, number six? Four of the bikes—
numbers one, three, four and five—
seemed almost interchangeable.
As I looked over my notes, I realized
how subtle the differences between the
- bikes were. The ride variations of these
seven Mondonicos were nothing like
the conirast between, say, a carbon-
fiber Trek and a titanium Litespeed, or
. an aluminum Cannondale and a steel
Eddy Merckx, or even betweén two
bikes built by different manufacturers
using the same type of material, or even
the same brand and model of tubing.

B Intrepid freelancer Alan Cofé gathers information from the ganyg.

"My work in the field was done. “When

you're ready, call this number and ask for
Bill,” the boss told me. “He’s the only one
who knows the true identities of the bikes.”

It was time for the Big Question.
How did my riding impressions of the
bikes relate to different tubing models?
The bike I liked best, which I also
thought was the stiffest, was bike num-
ber six—the Neuron frame. The one I
thought was the softest was number

two—the SLX frame. The one that
seemed to absorb vibrations best was
number seven—the Thron frame. [
could perceive no real difference be-
tween numbers one—Cromor; three—
Brain; four—Acelle; and five—EL-O8S.
My affinity for the Neuron frame
jives with the tubing’s résumé. Neuron
uses some very tricky butting—the wali
thickness varies such that the outside
of the tube is round, but the inside is
elliptical. The fancy butting can add
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stiffness and resulted in a frame that . seemed fechnically possible. While the — should be stiffer.

weighed 4 pounds—tied with the EL- rifling inside the down tube and seat But I picked Thron as the most shock

OS frame as the lightest in the test by  tube was billed as the road to rigidity  absorbing. And I lumped Acelle, Cro-

almost % pound. 10 years ago. an oversize tubeset with  mor, Brain and EL-OS together. To be
For the SLX frame to be the softest similarly thick tubing—like Thron— honest, I couldn’t feel a difference be-
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tween an Aelle frame—with straight-
gauge tubing and weighing in at 4
pounds 12 ounces—and an EL-OS
frame—with double-butted, oversize
thin-wall Nivacrom tubing and only 4
pounds of heft. A conclusion which, if
marketing literature is to be believed,
doesn’t make a whole lot of sense.

If the numbers on the bikes were
switched around and I were to test
each bike again, my guess is that I’d
come up with different tubing prefer-
ences. I think my ride impressions
were essentially random.

Does this mean you should pass on
the expensive steel frame and buy a
cheap one? I don’t know. The Aelle
frame does weigh ¥ pound more than
the EL-OS frame, but the EL-OS
{rame costs $815 more—<close to three
times as much as the Aelle frame.

I'm reminded of something Richard
Sachs—one of the finest custom
framebuilders in the country—told
me. Sachs said, “When someone is
buying a bike from me, they’re buying
my design cheices and my construc-
tion skills. I actually think material is

the least consequential choice.”
What do these seven Mondon-
icos say about bike performance
and testing? Perhaps more than
anything, they illustrate that the
personality of a bike is deter-
mined much more by fit, frame
geometry and components than
by what kind of tubing lies un-
der the paint. {¥

Mondonico frames are available
from Torelli Imports, 1181 Calle
Suerte, Camarillo, CA 93012;
(805)484-8703.

NASHBAR MEN'S
SUPPLEX/LYCRA SHORT
Specify Size:. 5, M, L, XL, or
XXL; Color: Black, Royal,
Forest, Teal, or Purple.
G2BN-K136-(size,color)

§29.90 $36.80

NASHBAR MEN'S HEAVY-
WEIGHT 8-PANEL SHORT
Specify Size: 8, M, £, XL, or
XX1.; Color: Black, Royal,
Forest, or Purple.

G2BN-K137-(size,color)
$24.90 #0060

CATEYE KOSMOS COMPUTER
G2CE-K Black $79.95 §27466

CATEYE KOSMOS COMPUTER
Specify Color: Bive or Magenta
G2YY-K-(color) $19.95

NASHBAR COMBINATION
LOCK AND CABLE
GINA-CCL  §4.95 §3.40

BELL TEAM .JERSEY
Specify Size: 3,4, 5, 6, or 7.
G2BH-TJ-(size} $39.90

BELL TEAM HELMET
Specify Size: S, M, or L.
G2BH-HT-(size) $34.95

RUSSIAN TEAM T-SHIRT
Spacity Size: M, L, XL, or XXL.
G2RU-RT95-(size) $9.95

RUSSIAN TEAM CAP
: G2RU-CAP

VETTA HEADLIGHT
2.4 watt, :
G2VA-10 $6.75 #3400

VETTA HEADLIGHT
Auto adjust. 2.4 watt,
G2VA-20 $7.99 3786

VETTA TAILIGHT
Four flashing Led's,
G2VA-50 $4.90 §606

VISALITE SAFETY LIGHT
Flashing. Clip-on model.

G2VL-L-300  $6.95 &H.06

$5.45

-G2WD-R~{hole}

PRICES iN EFFECT UNTIL JANUARY 30, 1996 + Nol responsible for typographical errors!

4111 Simon Rd., Youngstown, OH 44512

S

- 100% SATISFACTION
 GUARANTEED

1-800-NASHBAR
Ext. 406 » FAX 1-800-456-1223

Call for shipping charges or to receive a
FREE catalog subscription!

NASHBAR
ECO-R HELMET
Specify Size: S{6% to 674), M(7
fo 74}, or L(7% to 7%); Color:
Green, White, or Black.
G2NA-9VRH-(size,color)

$15.00 $35:06

TIME EQUIPE PRO HELMET
Specify Size: ${214%-227},
M(22-23"), or L{23-24X");
Coler: Whita or Blue.
G2TM-EPH-{size,color) )
$53.00 $+0.00

AMERICAN
CLASSIC TRAINER

G2AC-TR-3 $735.00 §346:00
VELOCITY
WATERBOTTLE CAGE

Blue only.
G2VE-WC-B  §3.49 $8:60

TIME EXTREME
FOLIUM HELMET
Specify Size: 5(21%-227),
M(22-237, or L (23-247). Green.
G2TM-EF-(size)

$58.00 $3430:68

PROFILE

AERO 1 HANDLEBAR

540 gr. Specify Size/Color;
Small/Black (fits 5'8% & under
riders) or Larga/Neon Yellow
{fits 5°9” and over riders}).
G2PS-HB1-{size,color) $9.95

VETTA HANDLEBAR TAPE
Specify Color: Blue, Black,
Red, Purple, White, Yellow,
Graffiti Green, Graffiti Orange,
Graffiti Pink, Grafiiti White, or
Graffiti Yellow.
G2VA-T101-{color)

PROFILE

AERO It HANDLEBAR

No cable removal reguired.
Black. Size: Medium (8" width).
G2PS-HB2-Medium $24.95

$2.49

WOOD TUBULAR TRAGK RIM
Italy. Specify Hole: 28, 32, or 36.
$35.90

" 8 spd, Specify: 32 or 36 hole

4

NASHBAR TOWNIE BASKETS
Specity Color: Red, Blue,
Black ar Spruce Green.
G2NA-TOB-(colot)
$39.90 4000
NASHEAR DUFFLE BAG
2880 cu.in. Black.
G2NA-DB-K §£22.90 $26-80

NASHBAR ATTACHE
Mounts to rear rack. Bfack.
G2NA-CAC $24.50 $36.06

VETTA ATB SADDLE
Terino cover. Black.
G2VA-TA

VETTA GEL SADDLE
MEN’'S. Black Astral cover.
G2YY-221 . §7.90

VETTA ATB GEL SADDLE
MEN'S. Black Astrat cover.
G2YY-232 $7.80

CONTINENTAL SUPER
SPORT 100 CLINCHER TIRE
Specify Size: 27x14, 27x1%,
700x25, or 700x28.

£9.50

G2C0-5100-{size) $10.90
NASHBAR
BLACK STORM GLOVE

Specify Size: 8§, M, L, or XL.
G2MC-BG-(size)
$18.95 $34:00

CAMPY ATHENA HEADSET
G2CA-HDA  §22.50 %96

CAMPY ATHENA FREEHUB

G2CA-FHA-(hole)
$64.00 $83:06

CAMPY ATHENA FRONT HUB
Specify: 32 or 36 hole
G2CA-HBA-{hole}

$21.00 2606

CAMPY RECORD FRONT
DERAILLEUR
Specify: braze-on or clamp
G2CA-FDR-{model)

$50.95 §6306




